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Linda M. Baldwin is director of the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Sex Offender 
Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking (SMART). Appointed by 
President Obama in July 2009, Ms. Baldwin leads the SMART Office in its mission to assist 
the States, territories, tribes, and the District of Columbia to implement the provisions of the 
Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act, Title I of the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006. Previously, Ms. Baldwin served as project manager for the New York 
State Unified Court System’s Office of Court Administration, where she implemented and 
expanded statewide initiatives for New York State’s sex offense, mental health, and drug 
treatment courts. As part of her work on the New York State Sex Offense Court Initiative, Ms. 
Baldwin organized training programs designed to teach and promote best practices for 
managing the high-risk population of sex offenders. In addition, she developed and managed 
New York State’s Mental Health Courts Initiative and was involved in training, policy, and 
program development for drug courts in New York State. Ms. Baldwin received a B.A. from 
Amherst College, a master’s degree in urban planning from New York University’s Wagner 
School of Public Service, and a law degree from Columbia University School of Law. 
 
Dawn Doran is deputy director of the SMART Office, where she works with the director and 
staff to administer the standards for the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act, 
administer grant programs, and provide technical assistance on matters related to sex offender 
registration and notification. Prior to joining the SMART staff, Ms. Doran served as deputy 
director of the National District Attorneys Association’s Child Abuse Programs, including the 
National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse in Alexandria, Virginia, and the National 
Child Protection Training Center in Winona, Minnesota. She managed and supervised 
activities and operations of the two centers and their staffs; provided training and technical 
assistance to practitioners engaged in the investigation and prosecution of child abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation cases; authored or contributed to numerous child abuse publications; 
and worked extensively with the media on child abuse issues. Ms. Doran received a B.S. in 
public/business administration from the University of Tennessee at Martin and a law degree 
from the University of Tennessee.  

Stephanie LoConto is senior policy advisor in the SMART Office. Prior to joining the 
SMART staff, she served as assistant attorney general in the Office of the Attorney General 
for the District of Columbia, where she prosecuted juvenile cases and represented the District 
in post-adjudication juvenile matters. She also served as liaison to the District’s Department 
of Youth Rehabilitation Services, advising the department regarding juvenile cases and filing 
motions on behalf of that department. Previously, Ms. LoConto was a staff attorney at the 
National District Attorneys Association’s National Juvenile Justice Prosecution Center and 
the association’s Drug Prosecution and Prevention Program. In these roles, she performed 
extensive research for prosecutors on issues related to both juvenile and drug prosecution, 
composed and edited publications on such issues, and created and organized curriculums for 
training drug and juvenile prosecutors. Ms. LoConto received a B.A. from Boston College 
and a J.D. from Boston University School of Law. 
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Scott G. Matson serves as policy advisor in the SMART Office. Prior to joining the SMART 
staff, he was program manager at the Justice, Equality, Humanity, and Tolerance (JEHT)  
Foundation where he developed and managed a criminal justice portfolio of more than 60 
grantees on issues such as sentencing and corrections policy, reentry, wrongful convictions, 
and the death penalty.  Prior to joining JEHT, Mr. Matson was associate director of the Vera 
Institute of Justice’s Center on Sentencing and Corrections. In this role, he developed and 
delivered policy recommendations, research, and planning assistance to improve sentencing 
and corrections practices and designed and managed a 50-State scan and survey of sentencing 
practices, legislation, and treatment and reentry programs for sex offenders. Mr. Matson is 
considered a subject matter expert on issues related to sex offender management and has 
appeared in the New York Times, USA Today, National Public Radio, and numerous local 
media outlets. He earned a B.A. in sociology from Western Washington University and an 
M.A. in criminology and criminal justice from the University of Maryland, College Park.   
 
Lori McPherson serves as senior policy advisor in the SMART Office. Prior to joining the 
SMART staff, she served as a senior attorney at the National District Attorneys Association’s 
National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse in Alexandria, Virginia. While there, she was 
the Child Sexual Exploitation program manager and focused nearly all of her work on issues 
involving online crimes against children. Previously, Ms. McPherson served as an assistant 
commonwealth’s attorney Virginia and as a public defender. Ms. McPherson received a B.A. 
in political science and sociology from Clemson University, a J.D. from the T.C. Williams 
School of Law at the University of Richmond, and her M.Div. from Wesley Theological 
Seminary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


